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BISHOP CAGGIANO WILL DELIVER HIS COMMENCEMENT SPEECH TO THE CLASS OF 2017 ON MAY 14,2017.

BY VICTORIA MESCALL

Circulation Manager & StaffReporter
The Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano, the Bishop of Bridgeport,
has been selected to be the 51st Undergraduate Commencement
speaker for Sacred Heart University’s graduation on Sunday May 14,
2017.
Bishop Caggiano will deliver his remarks to the class of 2017 at
the Webster Bank Arena this coming Mother’s Day.
During the ceremony, he will also be receiving an honorary
Doctorate of Theology degree from Sacred Heart.
“I think it’s great that our commencement speaker is the Bishop
of Bridgeport,” said senior Alicia Friscia, student government vice
president of the class of 2017. “It’s nice that they picked a member of
our local community to represent our graduating class as a Catholic
school.”
Caggiano was installed as Fifth Bishop of Bridgeport on Thursday,
September 19, 2013 at St. Theresa Church in Trumbull, Coim.
“Our partnership with Sacred Heart University has grown tremen
dously since Bishop Frank Caggiano was installed as our Bishop,”
said John Grospo, social media leader for the office of the Bishop of
Bridgeport. “We’ve been very fortunate to partner with Sacred Heart
many times this year. We’ve worked with the School of Communica
tion to film videos. Bishop Caggiano spoke at the Inaugural Bergoglio Lecture Series, and we welcomed the Papal Nuncio to the United
States.”
On March 29,2017 Bishop Caggiano spoke on campus in a lecture
titled, “Pope Francis and the Social Gospel: Where Do We Go from
Here?” honoring The Pope’s spirit and vision in the twenty first
century.
This speech inaugurated the Bergoglio Lecture Series, and students
from all majors and faculty fiem all disciplines crowded the entire
square footage of the Schine Auditorium, filling the aisles and the
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stage in order to hear Bishop Caggiano speak.
According to the Diocese of Bridgeport website, “On February
22,2014, [Bishop Caggiano] formally convoked the 4th Synod of
the Diocese of Bridgeport, the first in 32 years, as an opportunity for
renewal and pastoral planning for the future of the local Church.”
After a series of listening sessions with over 4,000 comments by
laity, priests and religious across the diocese, the Bishop announced
the Synod 2014 themes of empowering youth, building up the com
munity of faith, fostering evangelical outreach, and promoting works
of charity and justice.
“Given Bishop Caggiano’s commitment to the youth and young
adults to the church and our important history with Sacred Heart,
working together has been a natural fit, as is Bishop Frank as the
Commencement speaker,” said Grosso.
Bishop Caggiano joins a legacy of renowned community scholars
and leaders who have served as commencement speakers in past
years.
The university’s 50th commencement speaker was Victoria Sweet,
a former award-winning historian and associate professor of
medicine at the University of California.
The year before, former United States Senator from Maine,
George Mitchell, delivered the university’s 49th undergraduate
commencement address.
“Since we’re a Cgtholic university, it’s nice to have the Bishop
come speak during our classes commencement,” said senior class
president Theresa (T) Fletcher. “As a university and community
we are all rooted in Catholic values and it’s going to be a great
experience to hear Bishop Caggiano speak.”
According to the Sacred Heart University magazine, the class of
2017 includes 890 undergraduates who will be receiving bachelor’s
degrees during the commencement ceremony.
“Bishop Caggiano is the man,” said junior Katherine Seckler,
campus ministry peer leadership team member. “He has such a way
with words and I carmot wait to hear him speak at commencement.”
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66 I think I have opened the floodgates on this

News

one. Either it will go back to being all guys, or
it’ll be like the scene in ‘The Shining.’
^ ^
-Hailey Hastings, Junior

Hailey Hastings: First Female Mr. SHU Contestant
BY NICOLE CROTEAU

StaffReporter
Mr. SHU is an annual competition that takes place at
Sacred Heart University where 10 male students compete
against one another in order to obtain the title of Mr. SHU.
However, for the first time ever, the Mr. SHU competi
tion has its first female entry.
Hailey Hastings, a jimior art and design major, decided
to compete in this formally-known all male competition for
the same reasons as the men.
“A lot of people think I am a part of Mr. SHU as some
feminist movement, but really I’m in it for the same
reasons all the other guys are,” said Hastings. “People are
more similar than different. We often forget that because of
how we are told to separate different groups, whether it be
race or gender. I think I have opened the floodgates on this
one. Either it will go back to being all guys, or it’ll be like

the scene in ‘The Shining.’ Either way it will be interesting
to see how the fate of the competition changes.”
The competition will feature nine male students and one
female student compete against one another.
Some students are interested in this new change and are
supportive of Hastings’ entry.
“Mr. SHU has always been a fiiendly competition that
brings the SHU community together in a funny way. I
think that this year’s show will be great and I am excited
for it,” said junior Louis Stober. “More power to Hailey
for wanting to compete this year. I think it is very brave
of her to break out of her comfort zone to try and earn the
title of Mr. SHU. I know I personally won’t look at her any
differently than my other competitors.”
Mr. SHU consists of three different parts that the
contestants will have to partake in; swimsuit, formal attire
and talent.
During each category, the contestant must come out and
show off to the judges and demonstrate why they should be

named Mr. SHU.
“I wanted to be a part of Mr. SHU because it was always
such a fun and carefi^e event on campus. All the contes
tants were able to be their true selves and make people
laugh,” said Hastings. “I think comedy and laughter are the
two things I love most so if I got the chance to do so, that’s
all I wanted. Being the first girl to compete sparks a lot of
conversation though.”
Mr. SHU will take place on April 28 at 7 p.m. in the
Edgerton Theater, free to all students and faculty.
“I think that it is great that Hailey wants to compete in
Mr. SHU and good for her for straying against the norm of
what has always been done,” said junior Alex Halloran. “It
will be interesting to see if the university will make a Mrs.
SHU going forward or if the school will decide to leave
it combined with boys against girls, or back to all male
again. It’s definitely different than what has been done in
the past, but it is a good change.”

SCMA Initiates The Bridge Network
BY BRENDAN CAPUANO

StaffReporter
If you were to turn any TV to chaimel 3 on the Sacred
Heart University campus, all you would see is color bars
and a high-pitched tone.
However, after spring break, the School of Communi
cation and Media Arts (SCMA) introduced The Bridge
Network, which would populate channel 3 on any Sacred
Heart cable network and connect all the media clubs to
one another.
The Bridge Network is an initiative that will connect all
of the pre-existing communication clubs and organizations
and allow them to work together.
Professors met students in the Frank and Marisa Martire
Business & Communication Center media theater on
Tuesday, April 11 to announce the launch.
“The idea for Bridge Network is an aggregate idea fi'om
the faculty working professionally and wanting students at
Sacred Heart to create multi modal media,” said Professor
Gregory Golda. “The creation of media shouldn’t stop at
the written word. It needs to be visual, be audial, and be
disseminated.”
At present, students have many individual organizations
that allow them to create media content.
The Pulse TV News Magazine, WHRT Student Radio,
Pioneer Magazine, WHRT Multimedia Productions and
The Spectrum all operate independently to each other. The

everything else get bridged,” said Golda.
Bridge will enable student organizations to create media
The communications center was designed specifically so
for each other in a collaborative effort.
that the offices of clubs and organizations, like The Pulse
As an example, if The Spectrum runs a story on a new
restaurant, students in Golda’s multimedia production class and Spectrum, were directly across the hall fi'om faculty
offices. This allows for continuous collaboration between
could create a video component for the story to run online
students and faculty.
and on channel 3.
“The most exciting thing to me is it creates a situation
The same will follow for each communication club and
of both opportunities and potential to create things that
organization to feed off of and strengthen each other as
could not be done before,” said Falco. “This is one of those
media makers.
things that’s going to give a broad spectrum of production
“We are programmers now,” said Professor Joe Alicasskills, thinking skills, critical analysis—all of that stuff is
tro. Coordinator of News & Broadcasting in the Master’s
going to come together.”
of Communication program. “We can create all of these
Golda is excited for the professional experiences and
programs just like you can at a real network.”
“I don’t know anyone else that’s.trying to do anything^ jS^uJIts students vylff begiveiitho. opportunity to utiJizB«..«il
“Students will have yet another layer of real world
like this,” said Professor Richard Falco, Coordinator of
experience
while they are here,” said Golda.
Multimedia Journalism.
However, The Bridge Network is a work in progress.
Each professor involved in The Bridge Network agrees
“The time was right to go to the next level, and we need
that the time is right for this to happen due to the equip
a lot of hands to keep lifting that weight and make good
ment, faculty and students found in the school of Commu
things happen,” said Golda.
nications & Media Arts.
Falco also emphasized the importance of these
Before The Frank and Marisa Martire Business & Comdevelopments.
mimications Center was erected, many of the facilities for
“Students should really look at this as an opportunity
communications students were scattered across campus.
that should not be let go,” said Falco.
The radio station was located in the main academic build
To get involved with The Bridge Network, reach out to
ing, channel 3 was in Curtis Hall, and the studio was in the
any faculty member in the School of Communication or
administration building.
Professor Golda at goldag@sacredheart.edu.
“Now since everything is centralized, its really time to
make sure that all those interests, technologies, clubs and

Campus Ministry Introduces Agape Latte
BY ROBERTO ROJAS

StaffReporter

BRENDAN CAPUANO/SPECTRUM

AGAPE LATTE IS AN EVENT HOSTED BY CAMPUS MINISTRY TO
HELP STUDENTS LEARN MORE ABOUT FAITH AND RELIGION

Sacred Heart University had its debut of Agape Latte
on Wednesday, April 19 at the Linda’s dining hall in the
McMahon Student Commons.
Hosted by Campus Ministry, Agape Latte is an event
designed for students seeking to learn more about faith and
religion while also trying to create a social environment. It
was first started by Boston College in 2007.
“We wanted to do this event in order to create a chill

environment but also talk about the importance of faith,”
said sophomore Trevor O’Brien. “We realize that students
are stressed out due to many things they go through at
school, so with Agape Latte, this can help smooth things
out and have them come out of here with a clear and
positive mindset.”
Preparation for this event had actually being going along
for six months. Those in charge of Agape Latte at the
university said that promoting the event was the most
important thing for people to get interested.
“I think that students will really enjoy it because it
makes the faculty, staff, administrators totally accessible to
them, these are the people that they look up to, learn Ifom,
and are around every day, but they don’t know anything
about them,” said Devon Kemp, Campus Minister of the
university. “Having different faculty and staff speak about
their lives and experiences allows the students to learn
fi'om them on a whole new level.”
The term Agape is a Greek word for a kind of love
that seeks nothing in return, while Latte is a rhyme and
pim used in reference to the free desserts, coffee, and an
engaging discussion offered to students, similar to that of a
coffeehouse.
“Boston College actually began Agape Latte ten years
ago, and have been working to spread it to other colleges
across the country,” said Kemp. “They have been very
helpful in getting together our whole plan: our speaker, our
location, our marketing materials such as the coffee beans,
the buttons, the stickers and much more, so most of the

work has gone into our marketing of the event.”
The speaker during Wednesday’s event was Joel
Quintong, Director of Residential Life.
During his 30-minute discussion entitled “The Pursuit of
Happiness,” Quintong spoke about his career leading up to
his arrival at the university and told some stories about his
time at Boston College, as well as his Filipino-American
background.
“I tried to relate my faith to my extracurricular activities,
focusing all my energy on that,” said Quintong. “Howev
er, later in my life, I was on a journey on this pursuit of
happiness and the one person who really helped me on this
journey was my wife.”
Members of Campus Ministry and other clubs around
the university are hoping to replicate the success of Agape
Latte made by Boston College and other universities by
having an event every month starting in the fall next year,
with a discussion made by either a staff member or some
one in the community to talk more about faith and religion.
“I think it’s important to show the students that faculty
and staff go through the same things that we go through in
college,” said sophomore Erin Curley. “I think that with
Agape Latte, we can create an open forum for discussion
about important topics that students and faculty are inter
ested in.”
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Perspectives
The Anticipation of Growing Up

:sHE said:
KELSEY...
The senior class of 2017 is about to
graduate in a couple of weeks. Although
I still have one more year to go, I am still
taken back by the fact that in around 11
months or so, that will be me.
You start to ask yourself, am I really
ready for the real world?
As a rising senior, I still have some time
on my hands to be in college. When you
can just be a kid for another year and have
limited responsibilities.
Now when I mean limited responsibil
ities I can speak for most people in my
year and can say not having the respon
sibility to pay for housing bills, your
full financial education payments, and
among other things varying from person
to person.
Senior year is the last year to make
the most of the memories you want to
have in college. Are you going to make
that change in yourself that you always
wanted to before your time at school is
up? It is time to do what you want with
your friends while you still get to see each
other on a daily basis. You get to cherish
all the interesting memories you had with
each other before you go out into the real
world.
Now for the class of 2018, going into
our senior year could be a lot to swallow.
Do we need to take on more internships?
Do we need to join more organizations or
activities before it’s too late? How do we
know what we do will make us happy?
In this time frame many of us in or
senior year will probably be searching to
try to figure out what we actually want
to do with our lives and what we plan on

doing for the new couple of years after
graduation.
Although we can only plan so much
and have unexpected things happen to us
whether good or bad, we can’t help but
wonder for our own sacks what are we
going to become.
Will what we planned to be when we
thought about our lives a few years back
be a reality or will we completely loose
ourselves and be somewhere we never
though we could that will make us learn
and make us stronger as individuals.
As for the class of 2017, deciding on
whether to live with your parents, contin
ue on your education and go to graduate
school to higher your degree level, or go
into the work force and be completely
independent is totally up to you.
Now is your time to get that job that
you want to later possible get you that
dream job you always wanted.
Although you maybe scared chances
are everyone in your age range and your
competitors for your dream job are also
fearful as well.
It’s human nature to feel scared for the
unexpected and be skeptical to what is to
come. All I can say is to live in the mo
ment and tiy your best to succeed. Who
knows you might be rewarded when you
least expect it for you hard work.
You know what they say, “some of the
best things that happen will surprise you
when you least expect it.”

So this is it; This is my last He Said.
Honestly, it feels good, knowing that I’ve
given so many people insight to a better life.
I also can honestly say that I’m the first
person in Spectrum history to go undefeated
in the He Said, She Said debates.
For our last He Said, She Said we decided
to do something a little more sentimental.
A lot of us on the Spectrum board are
graduating, including me, so we’re going
to be talking about the anticipation of
growing up.
I know it’s not necessarily a debate but
I figured I would save Kelsey from taking
another loss.
So I’ve been at Sacred heart for the past
four years and I got to tell you. I’ve gotten
pretty comfortable here.
If there’s one thing I don’t exactly enjoy
it’s change and if there’s one thing graduat
ing college brings you, it’s change.
Probably one of the biggest parts of grad
uation is realizing that you have to grow up.
I mean, no more hanging out in the mid
dle of the day with your best buds or having
as much down time. You can kind of take
for granted the time you have in between
classes to go grab a sandwich or take a nap.
As for my personality, I don’t plan on
changing all that much. I think I’ve matured
a lot at college and I feel that if I mature any
more I’ll become some dweeb.
Another big part of graduating is getting a
job. I’ve been fortunate enough to put a halt
on that process.
I’ve been lucky enough to get into grad
school and also get a graduate assistant
position to help pay for my schooling

at Sacred Heart.
So that means two more years of me
on this campus and two more years of me
enjoying this school.
To be honest I’m not looking forward to
be getting out of school. Sure it is cool to
think where I’ll end up and what type of
job I have but like I said before. I’m very
comfortable where I’m at and I’m not a fan
of change.
However I know that I can’t be at school
forever, I mean that would just be way to
expensive, so I’m going to tiy to live these
next couple of years to the fullest.
Just thinking about the increase in the
amount of responsibility that I will have
once I graduate makes me want to crawl
into my bed and never leave.
Honestly people, who knows how to do
taxes? Anyone? No? If you do then let me
know cause I must’ve missed out on that
lesson while I was writing about the human
journey.
Not to mention Tm going to have to
worry about a rent check every month,
really planning out my financial situation. I
really rather not care nbmit thme thingfkuMW
But we all must grow up. Let this be a
lesson to all you underclassmen. College
doesn’t go on forever so you should do what
you really want and just be able to say that
you loved it here after you’re done.
So pretty much when you come to the
decision of going to a darty or going to
class, 1 think you know which one to pick.

Say Goodbye To Coolattas
BY MICHAEL MARINO

StaffReporter
This summer, Dimkin Donuts will be dropping the Coffee Coolatta from their menu.
The big question is, will “America still run on Dunkin?”
According to CNBC, Dunkin Donuts will be replacing the Coffee Coolatta with their
new Frozen Coffee, which is said to have more of a coffee taste compared to its predeces
sor.
“This came as a complete shock to me,” said sophomore Matthew Falce. “Every morn
ing I have an early class, I make sure I get up in time to rush over to Dunkin for a Coolat
ta. They should not have tried to complicate things by releasing a new product. I just don’t
understand what they were thinking. They already had a drink that many people loved. It
just doesn’t make sense that they felt the need to take away an original.”
On the other hand, some students are happy that Dunkin Donuts has made this decision.
“I was never really a big fan of the Coffee Coolatta anyway,” said sophomore Joseph
Siegel. “I was always the kind of person who was happy with a regular hot coffee to wake
me up in the morning. The few times I have tried the Coolatta I was not impressed. I
always thought that it was too sweet and sugary.”
However, the sweet taste of some Dunkin Donut drinks like these are what many
students are looking for.
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ADVERTISING 203.371.7963

“I love many products that Dunkin has put out, especially the Coolatta,” said freshman
Nathan Gervais. “Honestly, I was a little sad when I heard that they were taking it away,
but I am optimistic about the Frozen Coffee.”
According to CNBC, Dunkin Donuts will allow their customers to select the flavor of
their Frozen Coffee and pick their dairy mixer.
“I’m interested to try the Frozen Coffee,” said Gervais. “I really only drink these kind
of things for the flavor, I don’t really need or care about the energy from coffee.”
However, some Sacred Heart students believe that Dunkin Donuts will lose a large
amount of customers because of their decision.
“I know many people who love the Coffee Coolatta and are really upset that it’s going
to be gone,” said Othman. “It was part of my daily routine whether I had to wake up early,
or not.”
According to CNBC, there has been an uproar of Coffee Coolatta fans on Twitter who
are not pleased with Dunkin Donuts’ decision.
“The Coffee Coolatta was the only drink I actually got at Dunkin. It’s sad to say, but I
most likely will be making the switch to Starbucks,” said fieshman Anthony Othman.
Dunkin Donuts has been around since 1950 and has been a student favorite.
“Whether you are a Coolatta fan or not, Dunkin is going to keep coming out with new
products that will eventually please everyone,” said Siegel.
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Perspectives
All Summer‘17
BY DANIEL DIGGINS

StaffReporter

MELISSA O’ROURKE/SPECTRUM

SACRED HEART STUDENTS ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE
SUMMER

From the Catamaran’s top deck. Freshman Devin Nealon
could see nothing but blue skies and a calm ocean as he

aren’t very demanding at all and it is going to look great to
put on a resume,” said freshman Danylo Yanovskiy. “Since
my internship is unpaid, I need to have a paid job also. I’ll
be working a couple days a week on my friend’s farm.”
While some students are busy working during the sum
mer, others are busy taking summer courses. Some even
manage to both work and take summer courses.
^“rm taking a few classes this summer, which only meet
a few days a week. So luckily I’ll be able to work on the
days that I don’t have classes,” said fi^shman Nico Di
Lucia.
^
Others don’t have much time to work or take classes,
:4i
especially if they are travelling for the summer.
^
“I’ll be going to Italy for the majority of the summer vis
iting extended family with some of my cousins. We’ll also
just be travelling around Europe when we aren’t in Italy,”
said sophomore Kristina Deleonardis.
Some of those who are graduating this May have differ
ent plans than those that are returning to the university.
“I’m going out this summer and looking for a real job to
start my career, I’m definitely going to miss this school,”
said senior Eric Bialczak.

sailed through the US Virgin Islands.
Nealon visited the US Vrgin Islands for the first time
in the summer of 2015 and is planning on returning this
summer for his second trip after his freshman year has
officially ended.
“Summer is one of the best times of the year for me,
especially to go on vacation with my family,” said Nealon.
Students at Sacred Heart University take time in the
summer to do a variety of things. Some students either
work in the summer, travel, relax, or even take classes.
“Once summer starts, you can find me working six
to seven days a week. The amount of money needed to
support my life in college is absurd, and summer is when I
have to make that money, so there’s no other choice,” said
sophomore Vnnie Tummarello.
Some students make their money in the summer from
regular jobs while others make their money from intern
ships.
“I have a paid internship this summer for the first time.
The pay is significantly higher than my job I had last sum
mer scooping ice cream,” said junior Connor Altamura.
Students can use paid internships as a way to make mon
ey and increase their experience working. However, not all
internships are paid. Some are simply to gain experience.
“I have an unpaid internship this summer which I’m
pretty excited about. The hours

Emojis Taking Over Snapchat
pretzel, a zebra, tomato soup can and a face with a monocle.
“I think Emojis are used more ficquently because they’re easier to access and quicker
to respond,” said junior Lauren Pelster. “Bitmojis are a lot more specialized and there are
much more options compared to Emojis. Bitmojis feel more personal. I love both though.”
Now celebrities are creating their own Emojis for people to use. These Emojis look like
the celebrities and have the same facial expressions just like the Emojis you love.
Celebs and star athletes like Kim Kardashian, Jimmy Fallon, Conor McGregor, Justin
Bieber, Aly Raisman and Michael Phelps all have their own Emoji apps to name a few.
They Emojis also have clever names like “Kimojis,” which refer to Kim Kardashian.
“I actually have the Jimojis downloaded on my iPhone and keyboard,” said junior Dani
Fitzpatrick. “I love Jimmy Fallon so I figured why not. They crack me up and they have
faces that relate to skits that he does on his late night show.”
Disney now has their own Emoji’s and Emoji app as well. The Emoji’s include charac
ters like Elsa, Simba, Wreck-It-Ralph, Ariel, Peter Pan, Tinker Bell and many more.
Not only does Disney have Emoji’s, but they also have an app that’s a game based off
their Emoji’s called Emoji Blitz.
“I feel like they are mostly the same,” said senior Dylan Moore. “I like Bitmoji on
Snapchat because it’s a way to keep the convo going. I just use Emojis for test and
Bitmojis for Snapchat.”

BY MEAGAN BONNER

StaffReporter
In June of 2017 you’ll find a few more icons on your keyboard that weren’t there
before. Yet, what do students at Sacred Heart University prefer? Emojis or Bitmojis?
“I love Bitmojis. I don’t have an iPhone, but I use a ton of Bitmojis on my Snapchat,
„way more than Emojis,” said senior Marcus Rich^.r
Bitmojis are a character that you can create with the Bitmoji app that can look like you,
dress like you and act like you via text message and now on Snapchat as well. A Bitmoji is
your own personal Emoji.
Bitmojis are updated more frequently than Emojis are. To get one all you have to do is
download the app, create your own Bitmoji and access them onto your keyboard through
your settings.
Both androids and iPhone’s can use the Bitmoji app.
“I use Emojis all the time. I do use Bitmojis a lot and I love my Bitmoji, but I use
Emojis in daily text and Bitmojis I use in some, specific moments,” said junior Alejandra
Perez.
According to NBC Connecticut’s website, when the new Emojis come out this June
they will feature ones like a mermaid, a merman, vampires, zombies, a brain, dinosaurs, a

Pepsi Commerical Peaceful?
BY DANIELLE LAPIERRE

StaffReporter

JOHN SULLIVAN/SPECTRUM

STUDENTS REACT TO CONTROVERSIAL PEPSI ADVERTISEMENT
FEATURING KENDALL JENNER

Kendall Jenner and Pepsi joined forces for a new
advertisement, which was supposed to depict a peaceful
protest that Jenner eventually participates in. Many groups,
including Sacred Heart University students, are seeing the
advertisement as controversial.
In the commercial, which was originally posted on the
Pepsi YouTube channel before being deleted, Jenner is
originally being shown participating in a photo shoot and
noticing a passing protest. The protesters were holding
signs bearing phrases such as “peace” .^d^“jpin the con-, . .

commercial which involved an African-American woman
handing a Pepsi to an officer, and then having back up
promptly called on her.
“I think Pepsi was just trying to get involved in the
conversation and tried to send a social message but did
it in the completely wrong way,” said senior Kyle Brady.
“There were way better ways to do that than by undermin
ing an entire movement that has been taking place in our
country for a few years now.”
Amid the controversy, Pepsi has since pulled the ad
vertisement from their YouTube channel, but not before
multiple other accounts posted it on their personal chan
nels, making it still viewable. A repost of the commercial
on one account still has more than nine million views, with
the munber still rising every day.
“Pepsi was trying to project a global message of unity,
peace and understanding. Clearly we missed the mark,
and we apologize,” Pepsi said in a press release that was
later reported by NBC News. “We did not intend to make
light of any serious issue. We are removing the content and
halting any further rollout. We also apologize for putting
Kendall Jenner in this position.”
Jenner has been quiet regarding the incident with no
statement released by her public relations team regarding
either an apology or an acceptance of Pepsi’s apology to
her.
“Regardless of anything, I hope other companies use
what happened to Pepsi as a lesson,” said junior Kevin
Dunn. “Don’t use social issues in order to sell a product,
99 percent of the time, it won’t end well.”

versation.” Jenner then abandons her photo shoot and joins
the protest.
In the final scene, when the protesters come across a
barricade of police officers, Jenner offers one a Pepsi, and
both groups celebrate, indicating the issue they were fight
ing about has been resolved.
In a statement given to The New York Times, Elle
Hearns, a former organizer for Black Lives Matter, said
that the commercial “plays down the sacrifices people have
historically taken in utilizing protests. No one is finding
joy from Pepsi in a protest,” said Hearns. “That’s just not
the reality of our lives. That’s not what it looks like to take
bold action.”
With the issues of pcdice bnaality and protesting, many
saw this commercial as poitriqiiiigthis issues as simpler
than they are.
“These issues are much more complicated and take a
lot more than a supermodel handing over a Pepsi to be
solved,” said sophomore Chrissie Wojciechowski. “I think
Pepsi did the right thing in removing their ad. We should
be discussing these issues and coming up with realistic
ways to solve them.”
Though there have been many serious reactions to the
Pepsi controversy, many have also been taking it and
creating parodies and using humor to make light of the
situation.
Late night hosts all took to their shows and later posted
videos on their YouTube chaimels spooling and making fun
of Jenner and Pepsi. Some of the hosts included Stephen
Colbert, Jimmy Fallon, Trevor Noah and Seth Meyers.
Seth Meyers’s spoof included an alternate ending of the
♦
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Thank You Spectrum
Mondays
NATALIE CIOFFARI
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
I think I may be one of the few college students that actually
enjoys Monday.
Yes, that’s right. I like Mondays.
It all started three years ago when I accepted the position as
assistant arts and entertainment editor. During this time I got into
Professor Kabak’s News Writing & Reporting class.
This meant that Sundays and Mondays I would be editing and
placing the paper, Tuesdays I would be in the class and the rest of
the week I would be writing my article.
Then, the cycle would start all over again, and it would stay
like this for the next three years.
It became such a routine that it was second nature to me. I
loved being in the office so much that I would schedule my meals
and my appointments around it.
Sundays would come and I would hear my roommates and
my friends complaining about the starts of a new week and the
dreaded Monday.
However, I would wake up feeling energizing, ready to take on
the task of whatever Spectrum would bring me. It was something
I looked forward to every single week, and I loved that my life
became so involved with Spectrum. I really do not think I could
imagine my life without Spectrum Mondays.
Does this make me crazy?
Let me answer that for you: maybe.
But really just means that I loved something so much that
it gave me such great joy every single week, even if it was
on Mondays. Journalism was my passion, and The Spectrum
Newspaper brought that out by three hundred percent.
feaJSAl teye WOMIM
my junior and scnipr^
year. I took the head arts and entertainment editor my jimior year.

ASST. ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR
HEATHER KELLER
2018

and editor in chief my senior year.
My Spectrum Mondays became so much more hectic with the
more responsibilities I had.
The anticipation of a new Spectrum Monday gave me so much
excitement. Granted there were times where I dreaded coming in
because I knew we had a lot of work to do with articles, but hey
it’s all a learning experience right?
See, the thing I love about journalism is that it always changes.
Your job is never going to stay the same and your task for each
day is going to be different.
Spectrum Mondays gave me a sense of purpose. I didn’t care
that I had to spend nearly 12 hours in once place, or that I would
only eat one meal a day. I loved every second of it.
I am definitely going to miss Spectrum Mondays and having
Jess be with my nearly every second of it. She not only became
my right hand man in the paper, but my best fiiend. I am so
happy to share a love ofjournalism with such an amazing human
being. I can only wish that we could work together forever.
As I move onto graduation and my master’s degree, I believe
that Spectrum Mondays will continue in some way. Yes, I will
have moved onto another job within my field, but I will still get
to be doing what I love.
If you have something that gives you so much job and
happiness, who cares what day of the week you have to go
into work? Spectrum Mondays will forever hold a place in my
heart, and I hope that my next job wilt be able to live up to the
expectation and greatness I had with Spectrum.
Until then, it’s been a pleasure being your editor in chief.
,Good luck to,th&^4Ug^hflili.nsStye?^j(9U.asyaJIS.^
do great things for this university.
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MANAGING EDITOR
For the past three years Spectrum has been a focal point of my
college career. Now it seems that it’s time to say goodbye.
I’m currently sitting at the one computer that doesn’t have a
Mac keyboard as Natalie is yelling about what to headline her
editorial even though she doesn’t know her topic yet. Tony is
writing his He Said column last minute like every week and
Christian is actually paying attention to copy editing.
It’s moments like these that I will really miss... except maybe
this dam keyboard, Keith can we get a new one?
Mondays are commonly pinned as the most hated day of the
week, but for myself I know I look forward to them. 22 of them to
be exact, and as I look back to the beginning of the fall semester
it’s amazing to see how much we have improved as writers and as
a staff as a whole.
Through all of the rough issues, pun intended, we have all
encountered this year, we got through them because of each other.
Being a team is what makes Spectrum successful. Another part
of the team is our faculty advisor Professor Joaime Kabak who
has always been there for the board mentoring us with style and
journalistic tips. Spectrum wouldn’t be as successful without you.
My sophomore year I registered for Sacred Heart’s News
Writing & Reporting class and that’s where I started with the
paper. Junior year I moved up into a copy editor position and now
have spent my senior year as the managing editor.
We have had been challenged with the task to assign and write
articles, put together your pages and edit every week. Although
there had been some rough days, we always managed to pull
through with a smile. Even if that smile was from being overtired,
it still counts.

Some of the late nights that Natalie and I have pulled Monday
into Tuesday are some of the most memorable. We’ve danced on
the table tops, eaten countless pizzas and other junk food that I
don’t want to mention because I’m already getting himgry just by
typing pizza, sang at the top of our lungs very off key and just all
around had fun even if we argued sometimes about missing an
error.
Although I’ve known Natalie since our pre-fall program
fi^shman year, being in Spectrum together gave me one of my
best fiiends. I’m not sure what I would do without her, I know
that sounds sappy, but sappy is my middle name. Heck, we even
went to Alpha Delta Pi sorority formal together #BFFgoals (sony
Tony).
Spectrum has given me many fiiendships that I wouldn’t have
had the opportunity to make otherwise. It’s so strange how SHU
students walk amongst each other for years and end up becoming
fiiends in their senior year. I wish I was able to make these
fiiendships my freshman year to have more time with some of my
favorite people.
So thank you Spectrum. Thank you for the fiiendships, learning
experiences and solidifying that media and commimications is
something that I am looking to continue with after graduation in
May.
To Alexa, Giovaima and Bryan who will be taking over as
Editor-In-Chief and Managing Editors, we will be reading online
next year. Can’t wait to see how you, along with the rest of the
Spectrum staff, further the growth of this amazing paper.

The editorial page is an openforum. Editorials are the opinions of the individual editors and do not represent the opinions of the whole editorial
board. Letters to the editor are encouraged and are due by Sunday at noon for considerationfor each Wednesday’s issue. All submissions are
subject to editing for spelling, punctuation, and length.
Letters to the editor should not exceed 400 words and should be e-mailed to spectrum@sacredheart.edu. The Spectrum does not assume copy
rightfor any published material. We are not responsible for the opinions of the writers voiced in thisforum.
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Tell Us Your Story: Kevin Carman
BY DANTE CABRAL

StaffReporter
Junior Kevin Carman is a business major at Sacred
Heart University, who recently started a hat company
called Locals Only LI.
Carman was inspired to start the company when he
bought a trucker hat in Montana with the outline of the
state on it with locals only printed on the back.
“I said to myself, why don’t I take this concept and bring
it to life in Long Island. And that’s where we are now,”
said Carman, who is from Malveme, NY.
Although the company began in January, Carman had
the intention of starting the company for a while.
“I just woke up over winter break and was like, yeah it’s
time. I need something new and I need to do something
exciting that I would want to do and here we are,” said
Carman.
He doesn’t just run the company on his own.
Junior Ben Field is the operations manager who has
helped him in many ways such as coming up with designs
for the hats.
The large Long Island student population at Sacred
Heart has helped his company take off.
“If it wasn’t for this school, I would not be where I am
today,” said Carman.
The demand for the hats has been increasing. He is
in the process of ordering more hats for his new 631
collection which does not have a release date yet.
Even though Carman is selling hats, he has no plans to
stretch into the field of clothing.
“I want to sell lifestyles. I want the photographs and the
fashion that goes with it,” said Carman.
Carman also didn’t start his business for the money, he
started it purely for the aspect of art.
“We want it to be more than jiist a hat,” said Carman.
“It’s not just a hat, it’s more than a hat. It’s connecting
people together which is what I really want.”
One of his main goals for his company is to keep the
hats at an affordable price.
“The goals of the company are to provide a product
that is the best to my standards, but one that is affordable.
We want to deliver something that is the best quality as
possible and you’re like, wow that did not break the bank,”
said Carman
The hats are currently selling at $18 to $20. He also tries
to price his hats with his customers in his mind.
“I want them to wear it,” said Carman. “I want them to
buy it. I want them to buy not just one, I want them to buy
five because I want all their family to have one.”
Carman also plans to tty and give back to the

TESSA KIELBASA^PECTRUM

JUNIOR KEVIN CARMAN OWNS HIS OWN HAT COMPANY CALLED LOCALS ONLY LI

community through his hats.
“We have plans for the camo hat. Hopefully down the
line we can be able to give back to the troops of Long
Island. I have an idea for a breast cancer hat. We have a
bunch of ideas for ways we can give back,” said Carman.
“The only reason why we have made it this far is because
everyone else has been so gracious in supporting our
business. So why can’t we give back to them,” said
Carman.
He also thought it would be an interesting idea to imple
ment a pre-order button on his website so people can get
their hands on the latest design before it even comes out.
One of the main reasons he thinks his hats are selling so
rapidly is because he is going out and making a one on one
presence with his customers.
Carman also tries to have a big presence on social
media. Even though his company has Instagram, Facebook
and Snapchat, he feels that Instagram is the best way for
his company to grow.
“I love Instagram, I have a good following on it, Ben has
a good following on it. We both like to take photographs.
If you want to tell a stoiy, you tell it in pictures,” said

Carman.
The Locals Only LI Instagram page has only existed
since April 3 and already has 408 followers.
Carman also has plans to start doing giveaways on
Instagram as well.
For more information, you can go to @localsonlyli on
Instagram, Facebook, and Snapchat. They also have a
website called https://www.localsonlyli.com/.
“It’s going to be a long journey ahead of us and we
know that. I’m ready for the ride. I’m ready to lock it
down. There is no stopping Locals Only LI,” said Carman.

Co-Copy Editor and Features Editor Gabriella Nutile
contributed to this article.
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Men’s Rugby Team Hosts Red Cross Blood Drive
BY PETER CIOCCA

StaffReporter
The Sacred Heart University men’s rugby team, otherwise known as the X-Men, hosted
a Red Cross blood drive on Thursday, April 13. The event took place from 7 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. in the University Commons (UC).
The blood drive was open for not only students and faculty, but to the entire Bridgeport
community. Locals from aroimd the area showed their support by attending the event and
donating blood for a good cause.
“It’s a good way to get people involved with the club and a good way to get people to
donate blood, so it’s a win-win situation,” said junior Nicholas D’Angelo.
The men’s rugby Red Cross blood drive is usually held once eveiy semester in the UC.
“Everyone participates and it’s actually good for us as a team because it keeps a manda
tory setting on things, as well as builds chemistry within the team. It’s cool to see people
come and support not only the blood drive but the team as well,” said freshman Jack
Coimelly.
The blood drive has been a tradition within the club organization for about 25 years.
“It is important for our team to do something to give back as an organization on campus
and every year it stands as an important event that we put a high priority on. It is a high
trafficked event due to the large amount of people coming in and out to give blood,” said
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junior Michael Vozzella.
The event is sponsored by the American Red Cross and is set up to bring the community
together for a common goal, which is to donate blood to save lives.
The X-Men take pride in not only hosting and working the event, but also participating
in giving blood.
“It’s a good way to help out the school, it shows that we mean more than ourselves in a
way. We always tty to find different ways to give back,” said sophomore Anthony Samo.
“Although I did not participate in this specific one, I do donate blood for my fire depart
ment back home so I have experience with an event like this.”
According to the team, the event was a huge success in the sense that they had a mix of
people show up to donate and that it ran smoothly.
“We always have a veiy good turnout, around 100-150 people per event between stu
dents, faculty, and locals. The team itself is there for a couple hours and throughout the
day people come in and out to support the event,” said D’Angelo.
According to the American Red Cross, every two seconds someone in America needs
blood.
“I was nervous at first to give blood due to it being my first time, but the red cross nurs
es made me comfortable knowing that my actions would help benefit the lives of others,”
said sophomore Brad Cingolani.

Comments or concerns? EMAIL us at

Visit us at:

SPECTRUM@SACREDHEART.EDU

www.stiuspectrumnewspaper.com

SHUSpectrum
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@SHUSpectrum
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Sacred Heart Hosts Its 28th Annual Discovery Gala
BY FALLON BEVINO

StaffReporter

TRACY DEER-MIREKySACRED HEART UNIVERSITY

PRESIDENT JOHN PETILLO ADDRESSING THE CROWD AT SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY’S 28TH
ANNUAL DISCOVERY GALA

On Friday, April 21, Sacred Heart University held its 28th Annual Discovery Gala.
This year’s event was held at Sacred Heart’s new West Campus in the General Electric
Guest House.
All of the proceeds and funds raised at the gala support the university-based academic
scholarship programs. In its 28 years, the Discovery Gala has raised millions of dollars to
help students obtain their degree in higher education.
“In my opinion, the best part about the gala is the fact that it supports university schol
arship funds so that our passionate, dedicated students are able to achieve their dreams and
beyond,” said Kylie Martin, staff member of the Advancement Department and Pioneer
Club coordinator.
_
In honor of their generosity, involvement and dedication to Sacred Heart, the honorees
of this year’s gala were Frank and Marisa Martirey The Martire’s have previously been
honored by the Board of Trustee’s when they chose to name the new Business Building
after the couple.

Frank Martire graduated fi’om Sacred Heart with a degree in Economics in 1969. The
couple has had a financial impact to the university with their time and effort.
_
The Martire’s are among the school’s biggest donors and supporters, and beyond that,
Frank is a member of the Board of Trustee’s who actively works on the betterment and
improvement of the university.
“Tonight was a great night for multiple reasons. It was a great celebration of the Marj
tire’s and all they have done for this institution, while also introducing all of our guests to
■
our brand new West Campus and its beautiful Guest House,” said Dr. Petillo.
In honoring the Martire’s and all they have done, the organizers of this gala hoped
/
to show other guests how important and impactful donations and assistance can be and
inspire them to follow in the footsteps of the Martire’s.
“This year’s Discovery Gala really brought new life to the West Campus and gave
guests a true-feeling of Sacred Heart,” said Petillo.
The 28th Discovery Gala was Speakeasy-themed. Speakeasy clubs were made famous
'
in the 1920’s during the prohibition era, where it was illegal to sell and consume alcohol.
What classified these bars as speakeasy was their hidden entrances and discrete locations,
which allowed these places to.remain a secret and stay open.
The five-floor Guest House is located in the very back of the West Campus and was
built into a hill. The only visible aspect of the house is the lobby which has four eleva1
tors and took guests down to the very bottom floor where the ballroom was located. The
^
]
speakeasy theme was chosen to show off Sacred Heart’s new hidden gem.
The night would be comprised of various food options throughout all three-courses,
j
flapper-waitresses, and a club-like ambiance, including lights and booth-style seating. The
event would conclude with a music performance.
The Gala began at 6 p.m. and the music performance went on at 8 p.m. This year’s per
former was former professional athlete-tumed-musician, Bemie Williams. Williams was a
professional baseball player for the New York Yankee’s from 1991-2006 until retirement,
when he then indulged in his other passion, music.
,
“We honored two truly philanthropic champions in Frank and Marisa Martire, most
importantly to raise scholarship funds to help our students obtain a Sacred Heart degree,”
said Aime Whitman, Special Events Coordinator in the department of University
Advancement.
Whitman said that with each coming year they exceed their rising fundraising goal.
“We surpassed our fundraising goal for a second year in a row, raising just under
$900,000, all because of the generosity of so many university and community fiiends,
corporate sponsors, alumni, parents, faculty, and staff,” said Whitman.
To learn more about the Discovery Gala, the impact it makes yearly, and honoring the
Martire’s, "visit: httpt/Avww.sacredheart.edu/ofReessei'Vites/universityadvancement/^s^' nai—niiwi i.«iiii
coveiygala/.

Student Creates His Own App: Bar-Eeze
BY ANNA FINN

StaffReporter
Junior marketing major Peter Siegel’s idea to create an application all started after he
took an introduction to business class his freshman year.
Siegel’s first idea was to make an app that would show how busy different locations
on campus were to the students, such as if there were any seats open in the library or
treadmills available in the gym.
“My fiiends and I were tired of paying for Uber’s to bars and realizing they were empty
or too crowded,” said Siegel. “I remember thinking to myself, I wish I had a crystal ball to
see how these places were before we left the house.”
He took his original idea and decided he wanted to apply it to bars and began to make
his app Bar-Eeze.
“The app Waze inspired me since it is an app where the users helped one another to
avoid traffic on the roads. This concept is similar to mine but with bars,” said Siegel.
To create Bar-Eeze, his first step was getting the money to develop it.
“I spoke to investors who loved the idea and wanted to help me make it happen,” said
Siegel. “I didn’t have any coding experience so I knew I would have to hire a developer to
do it for me.”
Siegel interviewed numerous different developers, determined to find who was the best
fit for him.
“I was confident with a developer called BlueLabel Labs and contracts were signed and
we started the design stage,” said Siegel.
He was responsible for the whole design of the app. He created wireframes, which are
images that exhibit the functional elements of the app, to give the developer an idea of
what he wanted.
“After the design came development and different builds of the app. We had 23 builds
before we launched on the app Store,” said Siegel.
It took Siegel about two years to create the app, due to pausing the project for a few
months to get more investors on board.
The now launched app Bar-Eeze is a social networking platform that helps its users
view the current status of any bar.
It introduces Vibe Badges, which is a quick way to view or select the bar’s current
atmosphere, such as the gender ratio, the line outside, wait time for a drink, and more.
“I advertise the app on social media mostly. But there is a lot more to come,” said
Siegel.
With this app, you can invite your fiiends out and then they can instantly receive your
message asking them to join you at your current check-in location, as long as they become
a Bar-Eeze user.

JOSEPH DURANTE/SPECTRUM

JUNIOR PETER SIEGEL CREATED AN APP CALLED BAR-EEZE TO HELP COLLEGE STUDENTS PUN
THEIR NIGHT OUT

In the live chat section, you can connect with other users at the same venue or see what
others are saying at the bar they’re at by adding pictures to the chat or comments.
“So far I haven’t really marketed it fully yet. We have a huge update coming this
summer that is going to make the app much more desirable,” said Siegel. “Once this
update comes out I’m going to market the app like crazy.”
Siegel’s short-term goal for Bar-Eeze is to get college students all over America using
his app to plan their nights out.
“My long term goal would be to be noticed by Google and possibly get an offer to buy
my company,” said Siegel.
Siegel’s advice to those who would like to create an app as well is to think out your idea
completely. He explains that it is important to play the devils advocate with yourself.
“There are a lot of little things you need to work out before even thinking about
development,” said Siegel. “It is a lot of work, but seeing an idea come to life makes it all
worth it.”
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Sacred Heart Dance Company
Presents ‘‘Fall/Rise”
BY UUREN FINAN

StaffReporter
Sacred Heart University’s Dance Company performed
their spring semester showcase on April 21 and 22 in the
Edgerton Center for the Performing Arts. The name of the
production, “Fall/Rise,” portrayed the obstacles and suc
cesses that the dance company has gone through.
The music the performers danced to ranged from R&B,
instrumental, to hip-hop.
The costumes had a large variety such as leggings paired
with a tank top with a plaid shirt tied around their waists to
traditional salsa dresses.
“I liked how none of the costumes were identical for a
^selected performance. Each dancer had a different variation
of the simple idea the director wanted,” said junior
Brittany Joseph. “For example, no single dancer had the
same color as another but it would be the same style of
clothing.”
Around 75 students and family members were in the
audience to support the 50 active members in the dance
company.
Junior Rosilita Cormier has been a member since her
'freshmen year in 2014. She
performed in two dance numbers in the production.
“My favorite dance in the show is my duo with my best
friend, Alexa Tricairo. Alexa and I have been dancing
together since our freshman year here at Sacred Heart
University,” said Cormier. “We have been members of the
Hip-Hop Crew, Competition Hip-Hop Crew, and the Dance
Company.”
Cormier said that this would be her and Tricairo’s first
opportunity to show off their abilities as they have choreo
graphed their dance piece independently.
“The Unforgiven” began the second act of the produc^on. This particular dance number had a live piano perfor
mance as well as a live painter. The painter painted the solo
dancer while she was performing.
“I thought the solo dance routine accompanied by the
pianist was a great way to draw the audience to unique
music,” said Joseph.
The dance member’s auditioned for the performance in
December. When returning for spring semester in Jamtary,
they officially began to practice. Each dance routine would
practice for an hour and fifteen minutes once a week.

RYAN TOUHEY/SPECTRUM

SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY’S DANCE PROGRAM PRESENTED THEIR SHOW “FALURISE” TO REPRESENT THE OBSTACLES AND
SUCCESSES OF THE DANCE PROGRAM

“I am in two dance routines. The first is ballet and the
second is a more modem
contemporary number,” said senior Olivia Dmckery.
This production is Druckery’s last performance at Sacred
Heart. She was most excited about this show because it is
her final performance with all the girls that she
started the company with.
The dance company was formed when Dmckery was a
fi^shman and she has
seen the program evolve firsthand.
This production was to showcase all that the program

had to overcome to be where they are today.
“We started it four years ago and it is amazing to see
where the company is headed,” said Dmckery.
At intermission, the program had the audience view a
film that introduced the senior girls who have been with
the dance company since the begiiming.
“I thought they did an outstanding job and always made
me want to see what the next performance was going to be
like,” said Joseph.

The 2017 MTV Movie & TV Awards
BY CINDY SANAWONG

StaffReporter
The 2017 MTV Movie & TV Awards will be held at the Shrine Auditorium in Los
Angeles on Sunday, May 7.
Each year, this award ceremony recognizes the best in film and television. All of the
categories and nominees are chosen by MTV’s producers and executives and then the
general public votes online for who they want to win.
This year’s host is American actor, comedian, singer, screenwfiter and producer, Adam
DeVme. He is known for productions such as “Pitch Perfect” and Comedy Central’s
“Workaholics.” This will be his first time hosting the MTV Movie & TV Awards.
“I think Adam DeVine will do Adam DeFine,” said junior Eddie Feeley.
Before the ceremony, the MTV Movie & TV Awards Festival will feature live
performances from artists such as All Time Low, Zara Larsson and Bea Miller. Tickets are
available for the public to attend the festival and it will also be streamed live on mtv.com.
For this 26th edition of the award ceremony, changes have been made.
Formerly known as the “MTV Movie Awards,” this year’s show marks the first time that
the ceremony celebrates both films and television shows.
Gender-specific award categories have also been removed and actors are now merged
into one category, such as “Best Actor in a Movie” and “Best Actor in a Show.”
'-nluuya, Emma Watson, Hailee Steinfeld, Hugh Jackman, James McAvoy and
Taraji P. Henson are all nominated for “Best Actor in a Movie,” and Donald Glover, Emil
ia Clarke, Gina Rodriguez, Jeffrey Dean Morgan, Mandy Moore and Millie Bobby Brown
are nominated for “Best Actor in a Movie.”
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The two big awards of the night are “Movie of the Year” and “Show of the Year.”
“Movie of the Year” nominees include: “Beauty and the Beast,” “Get Out,” “Logan,”
“Rogue One: A Star Wars Story,” and “The Edge of Seventeen.”
“‘The Edge of Seventeen’ should win ‘Movie of the Year’ because the plot is very
relatable and the acting is superb,” said junior Thayrone Veloso.
“Beauty and the Beast” is nominated for four awards; just under “Get Out,” which is
nominated for seven.
“I’m the biggest Disney fan in the world and ‘Beauty and the Beast’ is my favorite,”
said fieshman Shannon Fleming. “This deserves ‘Movie of the Year.’ The story is so old
and so original, you can’t not love it.”
“Show of the Year” nominees include: “Atlanta,” “Game of Thrones,” “Insecure,”
“Pretty Little Liars,” “Stranger Things,” and “This Is Us.”
“‘This Is Us’ should win ‘Show of the Year,”’ said senior Danielle Tenney. “I loved the
message and the real life relationships and complications the family goes through to tell a
great story.”
Other categories include: “Best Kiss,” “Best Villain,” “Best Host,” “Best Documenta
ry,” “Best Reality Competition,” “Best Comedic Performance,” “Best Hero,” “Teajjerker,” “Next Generation,” “Best Duo,” “Best American Story” and “Best Fight Against the
System.”
Which movies and TV shows will take home the “golden popcorn?” You can tune in on
Sunday, May 7 at 8 p.m. to find out.
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Arts & Entertainment
The Fourth Annual Jobimfest
BY STEPHANIE PETTWAY

StaffReporter

MARK F. CONRAD/SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY

SACRED HEART’S ACADEMIC MUSIC PROGRAM CELEBRATED
THE BRAZILIAN ARTIST ANTONIO CARLOS JOBIM

Sacred Heart University’s Academic Music Program
presented their fourth annual
Jobimfest on Wednesday, April 19 in the Edgerton Center
for the Performing Arts.
The festival celebrates the music of Brazilian songwriter,
composer, arranger, singer, pianist and guitarist, Antonio
Carlos Jobim. Director of Academic Music Programs and

Professor Joseph Carter performed alongside the Brazilian
Jazz All-Stars as they paid tribute to Jobim.
“I love Jobim’s music. It all started when I researched
more of his music based on two songs,” said Carter. “I
came to realize there was so much within this one compos-.
er that I felt he would be a good person to expose others
to.”
Jobimfest began with the performance of the first song,
“Piano na Mangueira” (Piano in Mangueira). After finish
ing the song. Carter introduced the band.
Carter played the guitar, Tim Moran played the saxo
phone, Hendrik Meurkens played the harmonica and vibes„
David Fink played the bass and Adriano Santos was on the
drums and percussion set.
“When preparing for this concert, I knew that these mu
sicians would work well together. They would understand
the music, though we wouldn’t be able to rehearse togeth
er due to logistics,” said Carter. “However, I knew they
would be able to quickly assess the material during sound
check and be able to perform it on a high level.”
As the show continued. Carter mentioned that the lyrics
for the songs “O Morro Nao Tern Vez” (The Hill Has No
Chance) and “O Amor Em Paz” (Love in Peace) could be
found in the program. He said that Jobim wrote lyrics that
were multifaceted and similar to poetry.
Jobim composed around 600 songs in his lifetime, so
Carter had many options when he had to decide which
songs to perform.
“There are so many to choose fiom that sometimes it’s
not which to choose but which not to choose. His com
positions are so varied, as far as genre, that I try to pick
different types in variety,” said Carter.

Many of the students in the audience were fi-om Carter’s
Latin American music classes, so they were familiar with
Jobim’s work since they learned about him during the
Brazilian period.
Some students were pleased to see their professor
perform, especially the specific songs that were discussed
in class. They could see the passion that he had from class
transfer to the stage.
“I liked seeing Professor Carter play. I have him for
my Latin American music class, where he played some of
the songs to the class,” said freshman Erin Perotta. “The
class is interesting because it is something that you don’t
.
normally learn, so it’s completely new for me. He’s also
very passionate about what he teaches and it makes it easy
to focus and listen in class.”
Even some students who aren’t Carter’s students were
pleased with the festival.
“I enjoyed the performance considering it isn’t some
thing I would have gone to on
my own. I came with a fiiend who came for the class, but L^
ended up liking it,” said
sophomore Deanna Scalzo.
Jobim was the primary source force behind the creation
of the Bossa Nova style, a genre of Brazilian music. He
left many songs that are currently included in jazz and pop
standard collections and many of his works are played by
Brazilian and international artists today.
“He is, in my opinion, the most important and influential^
Brazilian composer of the 20th century,” said Carter. “He’s
the person that contributed the most to the development of
Brazilian music in all its forms.”

SHU L.O.V.E. Celebrates Women
BY JULIUS BROWN

StaffReporter
On Saturday, April 22 Sacred Heart University’s Ladies-Only Vocal Ensemble, or SHU L.O.V.E., presented
“A Celebration of Women” for their Pops Concert. The
Edgerton Theatre was the stage for creative expression and
celebration of women.
“This whole performance is to let women know that they
are not alone, and actually surrounded by support,” said
Arma DeVeau-Jaibert, director of SHU L.O.V.E..
SHU L.O.V.E. performed a wide variety of powerful
female centric songs. From the soft gentle cadences of
“Songbird,” to the strong and determined chorus of “I Will
Survive/Survivor.” The celebration of women and women’s
rights resonated on stage at every point of the performance.
“Shout out to the SHU choir for acknowledging the pow
er of women,” said junior Wirmie Victor.
Along with celebrating women, the concert also served
to celebrate the ensembles Director, DeVeai-Jialbert. Mem
bers of SHU L.O.V.E. appreciate the amount of aware
ness that DeValue-Jailbert has brought to women’s rights
through the ensemble.
“Arma has just done so much to support and help with
empowering women on this campus through this ensem
ble,” said graduate student April Jauregui. “She also made
it more than just a SHU thing, she has made women’s
rights a point in the community, by inviting the actual
community.”
'
Also, a part of the SHU L.O.V.E. celebration was a foun
dation from the surrounding community. A dance perfor
mance by the Anacaona Enrichment Program’s all women
dance team was included into the celebration of women.
The event provided a positive environment for girls and
women from all walks of life to feel acknowledged.
“The entire performance was just filled with great
energy. The energy along with the great message felt very
inspiring and empowering,” said sophomore and SHU
L.O.V.E. soprano Stephanie Doheny.
Accompanying the tones of the ensemble were stem and
direct lyrics of equality and women’s suffrage. Powerful
classics like Maya Angelou’s “Still I Rise” and Sigourney
Truth’s “Ain’t IA Woman” symbolize the fight that women
continue to fight every day.
“Women have gone through a lot in 2016, and 2017
looks to be interesting, but we
V -.

CHRISTOPHER ZAJAC/SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY

SHU L.O.V.E. PRESENTED “A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN” PERFORMANCE TO HELP SUPPORT AND EMPOWER WOMEN ON CAMPUS

continue on,” said DeVeau-Jailbert.
Unity and equality were reoccurring concepts throughout
the night. Male audience
members, whether loved ones or just students, were also in
attendance to support the female centric event.
“I am glad to see that the importance of women’s rights
is so heavily acknowledged here at SHU, it shows that ac
tual difference can be made,” said senior Christiano Lopes.
SHU L.O.V.E. continued their performance with multi
ple soloist sections that allowed for select singers to flex
their vocals.
“It just felt great to step out in front of that audience to
send that message of empowerment, all through my voice,”

said sophomore soloist Maria Ogundolani.
Other sections of the performance included a duet from
SHU L.O.V.E. members Wendy Estavien and Meredith
Conroy who performed Beyonce’s “If I Were A Boy.”
The sequence of songs culminated in a soulful perfor
mance of “I’m Every Woman.” Audience members cheered
and clapped at the huge show of support and acknowledg
ment for women.
“This whole night just felt right, this is how we should
celebrate each other as women. Girl Power,” said Ogundolani.
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Men’s Golf Places Eighth at “Til Duty Is Done Collegiate Invitational”
BY MARK MORALES

StaffReporter
The Sacred Heart University men’s golf team played in an invitational on April 14
and April 15 at the Mohegan Sun Golf Club in Baltic, Conn. The men came in eighth
place.
The invitational was hosted by the University of Connecticut and was called “Til Duty
Is Done Collegiate Invitational.”
The tournament is named in honor of the Til Duty Is Done organization. They are a
^ non-profit company based in Connecticut. Their goal is to provide safe, secure and stable
housing for returning veterans. Til Duty Is Done’s main aim is to reduce homelessness and
imemployment with returning veterans.
“The tournament was great; it was a special tournament because the vets were involved.
The final round I got to play with someone fi'om the air force. It was really cool to spend
time with them because they didn’t get the chance to play college golf. We had questions
for them, they had questions for us,” said sophomore Jacob Henny.
As for the course itself, there were some challenging aspects throughout the event.
“There was a stretch of holes, one through four, that were a pretty tough stretch of
holes. They were a little bit longer with smaller greens so it made it a little bit tough but
once you got through that stretch, you kind of got into a set of scoring holes,” said junior
Matthew Shubley.
The only negative thing both men had to say about the tournament was that the wind
played a huge factor throughout the event.
“Three of the rounds were pretty windy so it was hard to judge the wind especially
because it was blowing across on some holes but it was definitely good to have those three
rounds before conference just to know what we had to work on this week,” said Shubley.
4, The uncontrollable factors are what made the tournament difficult.
“The course itself wasn’t too difficult but the conditions, like the wind, made it tough,”
said Henry.
Although both men enjoyed the tournament with the veterans, they both have some
work to do before the postseason begins.
“I’ve been out fi'om May until March with a series of injuries. So just getting back in

SACRED HEART ATHLETICS

SACRED HEART MEN’S GOLF TEAM PLAYED AT TIL DUTY IS DONE COLLEGIATE INVITATIONAL ON
APRIL 14 AND 15

the competitive setting again is something that I need to improve upon. This is only the
second tournament I played in the past 10 months so I think I did okay around the green.
Stroking was great, putting was good but ball striking was a little suspect,” said Henny.
With the postseason looming just a week away, it seems like confidence will be the
biggest task for the team moving ahead.
“For the playoffs, team wise it’s going to come down to confidence and knowing that
we can compete and win,” said Shubley.
The men’s golf team will begin their postseason on April 28.
“In my opinion, we should be favored going into conference,” said Henny.

The Rise and Fall of Aaron Hernandez Ends With Suicide
BY SHAWN SAILER & ALEX PADALINO

Co-Sports Editors

AP PHOTO

AARON HERNANDEZ WAS FOUND DEAD IN HIS CELL AT SOUZA-BARANOWSKI CORRECTIONAL
CENTER ON APRIL 19

Former National Football League player Aaron Hernandez was foimd hanged in his
prison cell at 3 a.m. on April 19 at the Souza-Baranowski Correctional Center in Shirley,
Mass. He was pronounced dead at University of Massachusetts Memorial-Health Alliance
Hospital in Leominster about an hour later.
His death was ruled a suicide.
Hernandez, 27, hanged himself using a bed sheet attached to a cell window. This was
the first reported suicide by hanging at the Souza-Baranowski Correctional Center, a
maximum security prison.
The ex-New England Patriots tight end was serving a life-sentence for a 2013 murder
of ex-fnend Odin Lloyd. He was acquitted of a double-murder charge on April 12 from a
2012 incident in Boston.
“I think it is very tragic what happened. It’s very sad to see what he did to himself. I feel
bad for the Lloyd family because they won’t get the justice they deserve,” said sophomore
Brandon Levesque.
Despite his greatness on the field, Hernandez had many off-the-field issues that led to
his demise. His teenage years sparked the life of a violent criminal.
Hernandez was a football player with untapped potential. Below is a timeline of Her
nandez’s triumphs and tragedies prior to his suicide:
— Jan. 6,2006: Hernandez’s father died fi'om complications fixrm a surgery. Hernandez
is a 16-year-old student at Bristol Central High School at the time. He later admitted he

turned to drugs after his father’s death.
— September 2007: Hernandez attends the University of Florida after being named
Coimecticut’s Football Player of the Year as a high school senior.
— June 8, 2010: Hernandez, drafted in the fourth round, signs a four-year contract with
the New England Patriots. At 20 years old, he’s the youngest player on active roster in the
NFL that coming season.
— June 26, 2013: Hernandez is arrested on a murder charge in Lloyd’s slaying and tak
en from his home in handcuffs. He later pleads not guilty. The Patriots release him hours
after his arrest.
— May 15,2014: Hernandez is indicted on two counts of first-degree murder and
other charges in coimection with the shootings of de Abreu and Furtado. Prosecutors say
Hernandez was angry because de Abreu accidentally bumped into him at a nightclub while
dancing, spilling his drink.
— Jan. 9,2015: Hernandez goes on trial for murder in Lloyd’s killing.
— April 15, 2015: Hernandez is convicted of first-degree murder, which carries a man
datory sentence of life imprisonment.
Hernandez, a member of the Patriots from 2010-2012 helped lead the Patriots to a Super
Bowl XLVI in 2012, where the team lost to the New York Giants. He also won the BCS
National Championship in 2009 with Florida. That year, Hernandez received the John
Mackey Award, which is given to the best tight end in college football each year.
While it was originally reported that Hernandez did not leave any suicide notes, it
appears that three suicide notes and a bible were left in the prison cell. Hernandez also
wrote a bible verse “John 3:16” on his forehead.
According to Fox News, the words were written with a red marker and a Bible was left
open to the lines of the passage in the Bible. The verse reads, “For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life.”
“I think that him using suicide to escape his life of pimishment for his horrible actions
is unfair to the people he hurt, and for people with mental health issues that contemplate
suicide every day because of their pain,” said junior Rebecca Lee.
On the same day that Hernandez was found dead, his former team visited the White
House following their Super Bowl LI victory.
“Some of the media is making a big deal out of it, making it sound like a sad story. It’s
really not. He is a murderer. He messed up. He had everything and he threw it all away,”
said sophomore Patriots fan Yanni Papadopoulous.
Boston University researchers will study Hernandez’s brain to determine if he suffered
from the same degenerative brain disease as Hall of Famer Junior Seau and former Bears
defensive back Dave Duerson, who also took their own lives. That brain disease is chronic
traumatic encephalopathy, also known as CTE.
Hernandez is survived by his longtime fiancde, Shayaima Jenkins and their four year old
daughter.
“I think it’s a story of someone who had so much more to give in life, but he could not
escape his past connections even with the money and fame. It is sad for a daughter that
will grow up without a father,” said senior Chris Butler.

The Associated Press contributed to this article.
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Bobby Valentine Receives the Joe DiMaggio Award
BY RYAN TOUHEY

StaffReporter
For the past 16 years, the Joe DiMaggio Award has recognized community leaders who
have helped other people who are less fortunate. This year’s recipient was Sacred Heart
University’s Executive Athletic Director, Bobby Valentine.
Valentine was honored with the award at its annual dinner event on April 5 at the Plaza
Hotel in New York City. The purpose of the event was to raise scholarship dollars for
underprivileged boys and girls of New York.
“It was one of the great honors of my life,” said Valentine.
The event was cosponsored by the Columbus Citizens Foundation and its affiliate, the
Futures in Education.
According to its website, the Foundation is a non-profit New York City organization
which works to assist Italian-American students through scholarships and grant programs.
The foundation presents over $2 million in scholarships for students to go to high school
each year. It also works events such as New York City’s Columbus Day Parade.
According to the Futures in Education website, the Joe DiMaggio Award was created in
1999. It was named in the ballplayer’s memory because of his support in the education for
students with learning disabilities.
Being a former Major Leaguer and having Italian heritage like DiMaggio, Valentine
feels that he can relate to the award.
“I knew Joe DiMaggio and he played during the same time as my father-in-law Ralph
Branca,” said Valentine.
Branca was a Major League pitcher who pitched for the Brooklyn Dodgers, Detroit
Tigers and New York Yankees. In the 1947 World Series, while he was with the Dodgers,
he faced the Yankees and DiMaggio.
“Joe D. was 0 for 2 and that was always the start of the conversation when we were all
together,” said Valentine.
According to the Futures in Education, broadcaster Bob Costas and former Yankees’
closer Mariano Rivera are other sports personalities who have received the award. Like
Valentine, they were recognized for their community involvement.
According to the Sacred Heart website, Valentine’s worked as a philanthropist including
serving as Student Council President of Rippowam High School in Stamford, Conn. He
has also created scholarship funds of his own such as the Mickey Lione, Jr. Scholarship
Fund.
According to the Fund’s website, th&scholatship is given to-student-athletes who give
back to the commimity off of the field.
Valentine’s coworkers believe that his ability and determination to connect with others
is what propelled him to winning the award.
“He continues to say, ‘What can I do for you?”’ said Nicholas Wormley, Executive
Director for University Advancement. “I think Bobby has people around him that are so
engaged in different areas.”

RYAN TOUHEY/SPECTRUM

EXECUTIVE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR BOBBY VALENTINE RECEIVES JOE DIMAGGO AWARD FOR HIS
WORK AS A COMMUNITY LEADER

Valentine has explored different areas outside of the United States. After his first year as
Executive Athletic Director, Valentine and baseball head coach Nick Giaquinto traveled
to Japan in August of 2014. The two of them went there as a part of a cultural community
service project.
Giaquinto said that they were accompanied by a U14 All-Star baseball team from
Connecticut. The team participated in a baseball tournament against Japanese teams
and also participated in volunteer work. The work involved cleaning up debris on beaches
that still remained fi-om the 2011 T5hoku tsunami.
“He [Valentine] gives so much of his time and he knows so much about so many
things,” said Brad Hurlbut, Deputy Athletic Director. “There aren’t a lot of athletic direc
tors out there who are as prominent as Bobby Valentine.”

Tyler Endee Named NFC Fencer of the Year
BY KENDALL CLARK

StaffReporter

SACRED HEART ATHLETICS

SACRED HEART UNIVERSITY JUNIOR, TYLER ENDEE WAS NAMED NFC FENCER OF THE YEAR

The Sacred Heart University co-ed Division I fencing team has completed another
successful season. They finished with a high ranking in tournaments, having fencers
named to the all-conference team as well as having the conference fencer of the year,
junior Tyler Endee, on the team.
“The achievement itself is fantastic, I’m extraordinarily happy with it. It’s something
that I worked for this season very intently. I did the best that I could and I did it. So I’m
very happy,” said Endee.
Though this is a prestigious accomplishment, Endee was more focused on giving back.
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“What drives me? More so than anything, it’s to make others happy. I think I fence for
my parents, my fiiends, my coach. So if I can fence and make them happy then that drives
me,” said Endee.
No one is happier than the coach of the team, Yuiy Molchan.
“I was very proud of him because he showed how he can work together with his team.
He is very brave; he can go from the begiiming of the competition to the end of the
competition. Not many people can do that and that’s why I’m very proud of him,” said
Molchan.
Molchan’s motto is heart and integrity. He wants all of his fencers working hard but not
taking any shortcuts. One can only achieve if he or she is willing to work for it.
“Yes, I would say that Tyler is a leader. Just based upon how he carries himself during
practice and competitions, whether it’s leading in practice, or leading in tournaments.
Tyler is always leading,” said Molchan.
Molchan had twelve of his fencers make the conference team and he wants more.
“Recruiting, recruiting, recruiting. The better recruiting, the more titles. This is key,”
said Molchan.
Sophomore Dante Centeno also views Endee as a leader.
“He’s a great leader who shows hard work and dedication to the team. He gives us all a
helping hand when we need it, he’s a great leader and role model for us to follow, which
makes us work harder for the goal of becoming fencer of the year,” said Centeno.
Endee’s spirit is rubbing off on his teammates.
“From a competitive standpoint, I really am aiming to be the best I can be on the fenc
ing team. Tyler exemplifies that by having a 29-1 record, which motivates me to work
even harder next year and to make it a priority that I win about every time I go out to
fence,” said Centeno.
With another year to go, Endee is hoping for a big senior season.
“If I could go 29-1 again that would be perfect, if I could win conference fencer of the
year again that would be perfect, but if I made it to NCAA’s then that would be the perfect
way to end my career at Sacred Heart,” said Endee.
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